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torious. See commentaries by Skinner in Ex-
positor's Bible (1895), Bertholet (1897).

Ezekiel, Moses [Jacob] (1844-1917), Amer-
ican sculptor. He studied sculpture at the
Royal Academy in Berlin (1869), where his
colossal bust of Washington gained him ad-
mission to the Society of Artists, and where he
took the Michael Beer prize, then first won by
a foreigner. Among his most important sculp-
tures are Religious Liberty (in Fairmount Park,
Philadelphia), Apollo and Mercury (in Berlin),
Christ in the Tonib, Judith (in the Cincinnati
Museum), and the Jefferson Monument at
Louisville, Ky. His work is characterized by
great technical skill in the carving, and he
was the first to introduce the German and new
Italian styles of sculpture to this country.

Ezra, {the scribe,' was one of the Jewish
captives in Babylon under Artaxerxes I.
(Longimanus), In 458 B.C. he obtained an
edict empowering him to conduct a band of
fellow-exiles to Jerusalem, and to reorganize
the community there on the basis of the law.
Jewish tradition makes him the restorer of all

the pre-exilic literature, which is alleged to
have been destroyed at the fall of Jerusalem.
Ezra and Nehemiah, The Books of.
These formed originally a single document,
both in the Jewish and Christian canons, and
are the continuation of the Books of Chronicles,
They cover a period of over a hundred years,
and deal with the return of the Jews from the
exile and the organization of Judaism, but with
large lacunse, giving only a few outstanding
features. They record the first return under
Zerubbabel and the frustrated attempt to re-
build the temple; a renewed and successful
endeavor with the authority of Darius; a sec-
ond return under Ezra; Nehemiah's return and
the construction of the wall of Jerusalem; the
promulgation of the law by Ezra; a catalogue
of Jewish families and priests; the dedication
of the walls, the regulation of the temple serv-
ices, and Nehemiah's second visit.
Ezra Church, or Ezra Chapel, Battle of,
a battle of the Atlanta Campaign during the
American Civil War, fought on July 28, 1864.